Driving Through Sawmill Towns
LES MURRAY CLASSWORK





This poem is much loved in Australia, where it has been set to music.  Ostensibly a sequence of images or impressions, on closer inspection the poem deals with some important Murray themes. Write notes answering the questions below.
1. Underline all references to looking in the poem.  Who looks at whom and how do these acts of looking differ?


2. Les Murray often describes the shame of poverty, which "warms its hands over burning shames" as he says in another poem.  Can you see any evidence in the poem that the residents of the Sawmill Town feel ashamed?  





3. Why do you think so much of the poem is written in the second person?



4. The people in the poem long for escape.  Where to?  

5. Why don't you think Murray called this poem simply "Sawmill Towns"?



6. What thematic similarities do you notice between "Sawmill Towns" and "The Burning Truck"?

