Noonday Axeman
LES MURRAY CLASSWORK

"Noonday Axeman" can be read as an extended metaphor.  I have read a number of postcolonial critics allude to the poem, saying ".. like Murray's axeman …"  But what is this metaphorical significance of this enigmatic figure?
1. The keywords silence and stillness are repeated 21 and 9 times, respectively.   How do you interpret these ideas, metaphorically?   






2. Look at the following interpretations.  Attempt to support the one allocated to you with reference to the text.

(a) This poem is about the relationship of Australians with their past; it attempts to create a sense of connection with the "real" Australia of the past rather than the Australia depicted in the official (colonial, British) histories of Australia.

(b) This poem is about the need for culture to fill the void of the Australian interior, to create a sense of belonging in an otherwise "empty" continent.

(c)  The poem is about the interdependence of the urban and the rural in Australia, about the split personality of Australia which belongs both to the city and to the outback and therefore belongs properly to neither.  
